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1888-1890 refused, but offered in its place (16th July, 1888) a Statutory Corn-
Age 36-37 jjjiggjon Of judges to inquire, not merely into the only inane Parnell
had raised, namely, the genuineness of the lottery and hie connection
with the Phoenix Park outrages, but alno into all the allegations and
charges made in The Times articles, not only against Parnell, but
against MJP.'s " and other persons." In other words, the Govern*
ment proposed to entrust a tribunal of their own choosing with a
roving commission to see if any evidence coxild bo found to support
against any member of the Parnollito party—or indeed anybody
else—any one of the multitudinous imputations anc! innuendoes in
any of The Times articles, The Government indicated that this
was an offer which could be taken or left, but would not bo modified;
and proceeded to select (and embody in their Bill the names of)
three Judges, one of whom was suspected—rightly or wrongly—of
strong bias against the persons incriminated. The Opposition pro-
tested in vain against this procedure, but as their viaw, and ParneU's
by this time, was that any inquiry was better than none, they had
perforce to accept what was offered them. Two points in particular
were selected for attack by Asquith in the houho of Commons. On
the 30th July, 1888, he criticised the way in which tho Commission
had been constituted. Why had not the Government negotiated
privately with the Opposition concerning its personnel ? Three
Judges acceptable to both parties could easily have boon found. As
it was, the Government had forced the Opposition to tho alternative
either of accepting any tribunal, however objectionable to them, or
of canvassing the qualifications of tho Judges in public*1 On the
7th August he followed this up by tho reasonable demand that
particulars of the charges should be formulated before the inquiry
began. The Commission should not have to deal with a mass of
ambiguous innuendoes *a This demand was in the main conceded by
the Commission at its first meeting. The Bill constituting the
Commission passed in August 1888,
On 17th September, 1888, the Commission sat for the first time,
to discuss procedure. Between then and 22nd November* 1889, its
sittings continued, occupying in all 126 working days* Over five
hundred witnesses were called, Asquith was briefed as junior Counsel
with Sir Charles Russell as leader, on behalf of Parnell,
% The Attorney-General and Sir H* James (afterwards Lord James
of Hereford) appeared amongst others for The Times, and Mr.
Robert Reid (afterwards Lord Lorebura) for twenty-one incriminated
Irish members.
* Hansard, Vol. S20, p, 792	« Hansard, Vol, 829, |>, 1882.

